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Jesus himself, under somewhat similar cireumstances 
use stronger language than our friend and correspondent 
Dr. Rohner, whom Mr. Maleomb speaks so contemp- 
tuously of ?-Dr. R.'s style is more forcible than ours, 
though we have every reason to believe he is working 
to the same end—the advancement of rational religion 
—and it would be unfair, not only to bim but to our 
readers, were we to mar his originality by demanding 
an assimilation of his phraseology and mode to our own? 


lw our last issue we commented upon some unjust 
remarks made by Dr. Moorhouse in reference to this 
paper, and called upon that gentleman either to sub- 
stantiate or withdraw his statements. His absence from 
the colony and duties in connection with the Church of 
England synod have doubtless prevented his responding 
to our reasonable demands; but in the meantime a 
champion on his behalf has appeared in the person of 
Mr. Malcomb, M.A., whose letter which appears in 
another column savours much more of egotism than 
true Christianity. We may reasonably infer from the 
i troductory remarks that he doubted whether 
his letter would be published. but his fears in this direc- 
fion were groundless. Conscious of the integrity of 
our motives, we are not afraid to present the strongest 
arguments that can be brought against our position, 
realising that those who convict us of error are more 
truly our friends than those who indolently allow its 
perpetuation. What we have generally to complain of 
n letters of this class is their want of stamina, and the 
one under consideration is no exception. Its evident 
intention is to justify the Bishop's remarks, and exhibit 
the error of scepticism or Freethought on religious sub- 
jects, but in reality it does not even measurably accom- 
Plish either. ‘The disingenuousness of Mr. Malcomb's 
Opening sentence with regard to “Ignorance” will be 
Apparent to any one who will take the trouble to refer 
to our leader of last month, and bis reference to Dr 
Rohner's article as conclusive evidence of the “ Seur- 
rility” of this journal, is very little better. Assuming 
that the gentleman referred to had, in his indignation at 
the mutilation of the teachings of Jesus, used language 
which might be construed as scurrilous, would that be 
Adequate to sustain a general charge of scurrility against 
the paper in which bis single letter appeared ? Did not 


However, it is not our place or intention to defend either 
him or his writings, as he is quite capable of doing that 
himself; neither is it our intention to champion the 
various writers whose veracity Mr. Malcomb has im- 
pugned; what we have principally to do with is an 
unjust charge made by the Anglican bishop against this 
paper. We maintain that the editorials of a paper are 
the true criterion of its tone, and if either Dr. Moor- 
house, or his apologist, can point out one scurrilous 
article written by our pen and published in the pages ot 
the Harbinger for the past ten years, we will admit the 
justness of his charge ; failing this, we expect from him 
what no gentleman, be he Christian or infidel, would 
hesitate to concede—a withdrawal or apology. 

Although we do not take upon ourselves to endorse 
the correctness of other writers or“ authors on Spiritu- 
alism and free religious thgught, we must not allow Mr- 
Malcomb's strictures to ‘go unchallenged. We will, 
therefore, in the first place remove a few of his founda- 
tions and let down a portion of bis structure; and, 
secondly, shew him that that “ignorance” for which he 
has such a profound contempt, and which he assumes to 
be the special attribute of Freethinkers, is exhibited in 
the writings of men claiming to be, and recognised as 
authorities on his own side. 

Leaving the “Reformer” to answer for its own, 
sins, we come to the work (a most excellent one 
of its kind), entitled “A Voice from tho Ganges,” 
which is condemned in toto because the writer 
incidentally alluding to Rabbi Hillel places him two 
centuries out of his historical date. Were the period 
of Hillel’s existence an important factor in the author's 
argument, there might be some reason in the objection, 
but that not being the case it is a mere quibble and 


unworthy of notice. Of the three inaccuracies (?) 
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pointed out in Mr. Browne's book, two are merely dis- 
puted questions. Mr. Browne quotes Judge Jacolliot, 
who spent thirty years in Indis studying the customs of 
the people and investigating their historical records ; 
whilst Mr. Maleomb pins bis faith on Max Miller, 
Again, in reference to Jesus being an Essen 

Browne supports his statement by authorities, whilst 
Mr Maleomb merely denies the assertion. 

‘The third objection, referring to the misquotation of 
Denon, is an error on the part of Mr. Malcomb, the 
quotation may be found in chapter 14, vol. 2, of 
Donor's book.* Tho objections to Mrs. Britten's 
ook are even more trivial. Tbe Anglicising of 
M. Baili's name; the orror in Mr. Maurice's 
initial; the substitution of a minor interpretation 
tation of “aries; whilst the writer's notes of admira- 
tion after the allusion to Thoth's being secretary to the 
gods, would lead ono to suppose that the statement was 
too outrageous to comment upon. We would refer him 
to Chambers’ Encyclopaedia, generally esteemed a reli 
able authority, where he will find the followi 
reference to Thoth: " He was seribe or clerk of tho 
gode" 

Again, with reference to Prometheus, Godfrey Hig- 
gins saya : "T have seen the account which declares be 
was nailed to tho cross with hammer and nails.” Mr, 
Malcomb says tho statement mado by Mrs. Britten to 
tho effect that "no contemporary historian makes any 
mention of * Josus of Narareth’ is simply untrue.” In 
viow of the errors he has made wo must ask him for 
quotations, we opine that he will find some difficulty 
jn substantiating hie denial from any reliable standard ; 
‘and, lastly, wo may mention that tho ideatity of Sychar 
‘and Bethesda has never been proved, although places 
professing to bo the same may bo pointed out, just as 
travellers aro shown “ Moses! tomb,” yet there is no 
‘evidence of eal identity. 

Doubtless Mr. Malcomb considered the nut he had 
Wo havo cracked it in many 
places, its symmetry is gone, and after all the kernel 
Should ho favour us with any 
ions we trust be will be more careful 
in bie selections and lous rash in bis statements, lort the 
"ignorant" again confound tho wise? 


A FEW SAMPLES OF CLERICAL IGNORANCE. 


1. Bishop Moorhouse, in his work oa the “Messianic Prophecies” 
(published in Melbourne), sales that Krichoa wae the 
ninth incarnation of Vishnu. * Every school-boy knows" 
‘that Krishna was the eighth, 

3 The Rev. J. Lawrence Rentoul, M, A, daring the recent debate 
before the Presbytery, declared that Calvinism did not teach 
that some infants are now-eleet—reprobate. Calis’ own 
Torte ate" Again, Lak, whence t happened that the al 

‘Adam involved without remedy, so te 
ber with tht ant cire, i ural death eet 
cuneo it so seemed good to God? A horrible deere, T con, 
em, and yet true" (Calvin's ^ Institutes," book li, chap 
mee) 

3. Dr. Lightoot, the present bishop of Durham, who is com- 
monly regarded by the “Orthodox” as having refuted 
‘*Mopernatural Religion, stated that “ Hospitals were a 
‘creation of Christianity; wheres, the fact is that hospitals 
and dispensaries existed in Egypt, in India, in Greece, and 


Mexico long before the Christina ere. (A large number of 
authorities can be named in supper of this statement) 

4, The Mev. Joseph Cook, the great champlon of " Orthodeny> 
sys that the name Datbybins ia derived from "two mak 
wonde meaning desp aod sea; bat any school-boy coal tall 
him that it is from deep (or depth) and tipa, 

5. Mer, Pe. Adam Clarke, the eminent author and commentator, 
ds learned Oriental, afirme that in tho Syriae tme 
there was vo term that expressed fe denote or signify. The 
ft io that, as has been shown by Dr. Wiseman, by Prot. 
Lec of Cambridge, and otbers, in that, language there ave 
emer forty modes ot expressing, the iden. 


COMMUNICATION FROM JOHN HUNTER, 


How glorious for us—the spiritual beings of the unseen 
world— to contemplate the reforms which spiritual 
science is gradually effecting in every branch of terros- 
trial science, by giving fuller and more accurate kno 
ledgo of the general arrangement and structure of the 
{infinite variety of phenomena which compose the ox. 
ternal world, and a clearer conception of the laws which 
grrera the phenomena of lifo, and of tho causes which 
ine 


intellectual of the human race, 
It is the mission of spiritual science to rebuild the 
fabric of human knowledge upon the sure foundation of 


pelos i the dira 
 compellin iore the 
deseonded consciousness of Ma own Immortality, swoop. 
ing from oat the human mind all nobl 
rations, and putting aside that 'a spiritual 
‘existence which has beon from time immemorial a com- 
pact botween man and his Bteroal Father. 

It is only by spiritual science that the human raco 
can bo rescued. from the moral and intellectual dogra- 
dation which purely materialistic philosophy would 
necessarily entail by compelling a recognition of a 
spiritual existence. Tho disembodied spirit obeying the 
laws of ite new existence, and being more capable of 
the functions peculiar to its individual lifo—tbe true 
self-boing—divested of the organismi through which it 
acted, and by which it was connected with tho ordor of 
terrestrial being, but with an addod faculty which refines 
the consciousness and causes a clearer conception of the 
Er Heels ch the Supreme Baler bas ordained 
for ‘great design of naturo an 
E EE ot mee 
Sciontista will fnd, tbat it is only by comparing pre 
jus knowledge with the knowledge derived from 
ritual communication that they will be enabled to 


form a true conception of phenomenal causes, and that 
only by spiritual know! 
of man's nature both to 


will the precise relationshi 
‘and internal worl 


ther independently 
be known by tbe 


LE ible for such 
PES 
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Baia te rend (carefully ore by each member of the circle so 
sls me te rabie to horssghy unierdand ft Te may 
crum bat will be found to contain mach know- 
sr hgh one, ad willbe found very pertinent tothe 
m sued every department of dence om earth. I bope 
ro Tati trom tbe mmal routine o cathy aire wit 
de mdc to all; and you bare my utmost wishes for your 
Were od enjoyment J 
‘The wider the survey of material phenomena) 
delen becomes the danger of tho spread of Scepti 
theless Sent experiments which deal only with 
dem. eral world ave hitherto been unequal to 
te Emenee task which they bad undertaken; for 
he Materiam can only arise from imperfection of 
Per sorrelation between mind and matter; for when the 


spiritual force or internal consciousness is imperfect, 
phenomena aro unable io compel legitimate 
t thougt, for the mind cannot bave an inde- 


Pendent law of ita own; it must depend upon & cor 
Pinion of physical and peychical laws, for spiritual 
foreo or consciousness ‘the various phenomena, 
fervature by faculties subordinate to itself. This is the 
fundamenta] support upon which philosophers should 
no the study of material phenomena, for were ite con- 
fection clearly understood, they would be enabled 
W trace the action of distinct enases, aud realise the full 
ect arising from the combined operation. 

"To trace thin matter to ita fallest extent would carry 
te beyond the powers of the medium and the compre. 
Benson of my but, to illustrate more particu- 
lurly the knowledge I wish to convey, I will refer you 
to the lately discovered undulatory ‘of Tight. 
"lare the connection ix plainly traceable between the 
spiritual internal force and the external movement —the 
Foc eee 

‘the internal and ex 

Tapprehend my listeners understand that when 1 refer 
to tiero two far sera acd intra T refor the 
phenomena of light, and the phenomens of conscious 
ee 1 Tnowledge wil be the = 

sical know! ireateat Biese- 
fe to mankind, for it will tiret the links in a chain of 
truo spiritual knowledge, as an undue preponderance of 
Fs apt to en trained anid artificial: pheno- 
ings lending to the buman mind aud 
propres ; and, by assimilating 
the knowledge ‘derived "om physical mubjecte with 
iritual knowledge, a true of the phenomena 
mature will arie, which, when brought to the test of 
theory will be found to fall into harmonious relations; 
for barmony consists in a true conception of all pbe- 
womens, whether spiritual or material, whether in our 
or in yours, then these inconeistences which seemed 
to mar the phenomena of existence will disappear, and. 
that which was looked upon as irregular 
to be perfectly regular and in accordance with the laws 
af nature, which aro the decrees of the-Most High. 

“Before a true conception of an. arae, it 
will be necemary to extend thg powers and develop the 
Activites of the human mind by a full realisation of 
their various functions in grasping external phenomena 
and building up spiritual knowledge. Man will then be 
abled to grapple with the immense difficulties which 
have hitherto retarded his spiritual progress ; for, by so 
doing he will develop faculties hitherto lying dormant 


in his nature, evoking powers hitherto undreamt of by 
the mind of man, New faculties reflect new sensations, 
and external ill be found to advance in a 


the human faculties, direct their powers, and utilise 
their energy to a diferent end, and th 


mankind, each set of faculties correcting 

and restraining any undue tendencies of the others, 

‘without impairing their powers or diminishing their 

F For there is a diferent conception of phenomena pecaliar to 
` p 


strument used to combine the actions | r 
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Vitality. By so doing they will promote the equilibriu 
of the human miad by diminishing the inkaene of 
Physical condition, and cause moral se well ax intel- 
lectual progress, and then will disappear such phe. 
nomena as cruelty, oppression, selfishness, sensuality, 
insanity, and other aberrations which have for ages 
impeded tbe moral, intellectual, and spiritual progress 
of mankind—phenomena which have left such ‘terrible 
records in the history of the human race. 

My friends, in conclusion I would remark to you that 
not the least of tbe blessings and benefits which ppi- 
ritual knowledge will confer upon mankind is that of 
throwing light upon the dark parta of those diseases 
hich ca long have Paid all physiological enquiry 

impeded the grow ological science. 

For the prosent 1 have Alabed, Farewell T 

JOHN HUNTER. 


Ca Correspondents. 


Communications for insertion in this Journal. should be 
plainly written, ond as concise at possible. 


ORGANIZATION. 


TO THE EDITOR OF “THE MARDINOER or mont.” 
Drax Sre,—Some months ago I read with attention an 
article from your esteemed correspondent, Dr. Rohner, 
the subject being “ Organisation of Spiritualism.” At 
the time T'elt a desire to reply to it, or at least to give a 
few ideas that occurred to me on the subject. Pressi 
duties, however, obliged me to give attention to oti 
matters, and I, for the time, put it past. Howe 
with your kind permission, I will now give express 
he ideas that then occurred to me. a 
it that any organisation growing out of, or in 

tual Philosophy, ost bs based 
‘upon and subject to the individual's freedom of thought 


and truest reason. There would be no man made 
standard claiming authority over the human soul, and 
over human reason. 


Each individual, basking in the 


rengthen- 
freest thought, 
faculties without 


Churches leare for freedom of thought—how it must, 
in accordance with their dogmas, be " cribbed, cabined, 
‘and confined.” We know that a most powerful Church 
jon exists, asserting that no man should un 

his reason on religious or spiritual matters— that to 
question or to doubt is the temptation of the Evil One. 
ind, if they could only exercive the power of the 
Stato, they would make short shrift of those who 
claimed to think for themselves. I believe I am not far 
‘wrong w stating that there ix still in the bosom of all 
the Churches, a sneaking sympathy for the same in- 
tolerance of feeling; that, if they had the power, no 
infidel (as they we who think for themselves) 
should dare raise his voice to give utterance to bis 
holiest, hie truest, thoughts upon matters pertaining to 
the individual's highest interest—his duty to God and 
man. True, the organisation of the past having refer- 
erce to religious matters, was based upon despotic 
authority and the slavery of the masses, and upon lines 
that admitted no growth and no development. This 


lisation and science. An army standing 
‘and freedom, to be effective, must 
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disunited and disjointed effort, and chance is not 
‘written upon progressive man's horoscope. With rogard 
to forcing the cause, surely if it be, as it purports, a 
‘message of glad tidings to humanity—if it tends to de- 
velope better, truer men and women, bridging the river 
that dividon ua from the immortale te effort to bring 
those truths home to others is not made one bit 
toon, aud the movement in not to be deprecated that 
Forces ita atten o masses. If we are then 
in earnest in what we say that spirit communion is a 
fact, let us give it force by organisation both in the 
family cirele and the central council ; let all unite to 
make the bost effort possible, and in tho battle of forces 

for the truth is our shield, free- 
ur eword, and human progress our banner. 

1 romain, dear Sir, 
Yours in the cause of truth, 
MICHAEL LANDY. 


October 13th, 1881. 


BRISBANE. 

zo Tue kDiTOB oF TRE. “wannrsorn or ront.” 

we bavo not yet bad the pleasure of a 

visit from Mr. Wm. Denton, we have heard and read so 

much of him sinco bis arrival in these colonies, that bis 
a visi to the City of 

regretted by a great 

forward to a visit from 


ready i 
person of «Presbyterian minister of. this towa, who, 1 
‘am informed, has for several Sundays past been tellis 
his congregation that Mr. Deaton was coming Vero and 
‘advising them not to attend hie lectures, as it would 
lend tbem astray, and that the best way for thom to 
show themselves Christians would bo not to attend, but. 
to allow him to lecturo to empty benches, Tho samo 
clorgyman delivered a lecture tho other evening on the 
it Pyramids in tho now Albert 
would be an excellent ball 


but that the inhabitants of Sydney 
roso en masse against it, and that he (Mr. Proctor) bad 
to brirg his course of lectures to an abrupt termination. 
Now, thie was all untrue, for it is well known Mr. 
Proctor had finished his lectures before this, and 
he gare ono more lecture afterwards in Sydney, 
was attended by one of the largest audiences ever 
Jrosght together fr the ame parpoe. Then, ae regarde 
the lecturer's imputation that Mr. Proctor only wished 
to earn money on that occasion, ho did not appear to 
realiso that ho bimeelf earned his living on Sunday, and 
had no more right to do so than Mr. Proctor. He told 

audience not to be led astray by these men of 
science ; they did not believe in God, the Bi 
thing said nert year would se a 

croaking frogs of infidelity and atheism," and 

that they (the Christiane) must do all : 
thet thay (e Curie in their power t> 
towards the ond of 


Horus, and 
Towoph und M 


THE IGNORANCE OF SCEPTICS, 


eei ee 
3 ly open 
to the Ireo expr Tope 
Poi correo this e be the cass i any marked degree, 


a ; 
Mg te the firet charge and that. both ‘changer = 


!ner's most 


to bear testimony rather 
'* more chargo 
And, when I lect buw 
ported and proved, T 
am Jost in wonderment at tho Temerity af Fe 
in impugning and attacking as U 
oof Chan Faith amd ta defendere 7 - 
ir, of your own acknowledgment, I 
over your journal, aod ask—Can any ignoranco on evrth 
surpass that displayed in such a passage aa tho follow. 
ing from your contemporary, The Reformer — 
© Eusebius, the Cæsarea in Palestine, com- 
posed the first draft of the Nicone Creed, which Byron, 
fort among lorde, and lord poets, spoke of as 
Athanasius’ Curse” How direful indeed must 
Freethought bo when it has to accopt, the author of 
such miserable dribble as that as one of its accredited 
rome ila ime beck inent scoptic in thie ei 
time back a. prominent in this 
had the ‘to forward to the bishop x 
popular among Freethinkere hore, entitled " Tho Truo 
Source of Christianity ; or, A Voice from the Ganges," 
‘with the assurance to his lordship that said work "had 
And yot, Sir, 
of innumerable 


to the correctness of the Bis 
—the of 


‘easily this indictment can be 
reall 


never been and could never be refuted.” 


“Scriptures,” although Prof. Max Miller, whom he 
uote, and whos hook he professa to havo consultody 
ly shows that the Sanscrit books contain no such 
sry, and that Jacolliot (with whom the fiction origi- 

nated) was either deceived or deceiving. 9 
Again, Mr. Browne coolly asserts that Jesus Christ 
was an Bssenian, and derived his doctrines from the 
mystic brotherhood. ‘The fact is that thoro is nota 
singlo fact to support any such assertion, while on the 
contrary we know that in fundamentals the Besenian 
doctrines were opposed toto alo to those of Christianity. 
Lastly, not to quote this learned writer any further, 
Mr. Browno afirmo that In M Donors Bgyptiok 

iquitie, translated by Arthur Aitken, vol. IL, ch 

19, it ia stated. that ‘in ins of Philos, 
is a representation 


‘&c. Now, Sir, what must wo 
‘or of his honesty— 
Denon says notbing 
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^ and spells his namo as though he were English 
of French, and accredits him with works he 
Bev. W. Maurice, when no 
terature ; translates Arise as 
Sie Lamb,” and tells us “Thoth” was, in mythology, 
‘rite ary to the Goda” 1! The same lady tells of tho 
Vemuciision of Prometheus,” though every school boy 
knows that Prometheus was not crucified at all! She 
Mio says that " no contemporary historian makes any 
entin of such a porsonage" as Jesus of Nazareth—a. 
statement which i and solemnly assures 
fs that no such places as Bethesda" and " Sychar" 
were over known! !. I could pile up my list of shocking 
accuracies on tho part of sceptics ad montes; but cui 
tono? From these few you can judge all. 
Yours obediently, 
H. MALCOMB, M.A, 
Granite Terrace, Gertrude-street, Fitzroy. 


THE “EVIL ONE!"!!! 


Baillie’ 
insten 
forer wrote ; talks of 
foc mao is known in 


40 THe EDITOR OF THE “ HARBINGER OP ONT.” 
‘Dean 811,—In changing the words of the Lord's Prayer 

they have done, the revisors havo acted without suf. 
ficient authority from tho Greek, They had their choice 
of threo different readinge, which I will now psint out. 
to all your readers, 

Int. To retain tho words of tho authorised version 
‘unaltered—" Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
‘us from the evil: 

‘Or, 2udly, thus— Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from tho evil one, (This they have chosen): 
, Sedly, and with moro common sense, thoy might 
havo translated it thue—Lead us not into temptation, 
but delivor us from the evi? thing; ie. from temptation. 

‘They have chosen the very worst rendering they pos- 
sibly could havo selected, 

iy adopting tho third translation given by myself 
they would have harmonisod the context and given the 
Lord's true meaning to tho wholo sentence, which 
neither the translation of the authorised version nor 
their own alteration doos. 

In my own servicos I always now uso the formula— 
“ Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from tho 
evil thing," a oxpressing best what Josus meant to 
convoy. ‘The “ovil ” thing roferred to ia " temptation" 
to sin, of course. Tho“ evil ono” must bo proud that 
ho has still so many devoted adherents among the qua 
Christian bishops and clergy of the Church of Englan 
and othor Protestant denominations, all ready no doubt 
to follow the prince of darkness to the imaginary bot- 
tomless pit to which they would consign us, or to that 
other bottomless. pit of oblivion to which posterity 

ill assuredly consign them and their preudo Chri 

ity, Your correspondent, Mr, Smith, of Bri 


himself to have mistaken tho truo meaning of 
Jesus in his comments. Of course our heavenly Father 
nover leads us into temptation. ‘The words aro simply 


an eastern mode of speech, very common amongst the 
Jows. They must not beMtaken too literally, like many 
other Biblical figures of speech. 
, All Jesus meant to say was “ Suffor us not to bo led 
into temptation,” or « Protect us from boing led into 
tomptation,” so to sin, but deliver us from tho evil thing, 
¢ temptation —I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
‘UNITARIAN MINISTER. 

Rockhampton, Queensland, Oct. Sth, 1881. 

[In addition to the revision the Bibl 
Fequires another revision, which it has never yet had, 
Tit, from the flowery, poetical, figurative language of 
the Eust into the simpler, more direct, and plainer idioms 
of the West, This is not generally known; but the 
Fearon why tho Bible has been and still is so much mi 
interpreted is simply that its readers generally take its 
poetical, flowery idioms too literally. Tt is a mistako to 
dplate these expressions wo literally as they have been 

itherto, The aim of futuro translators should rather 
bo to translate these flowery, poetical Eastern idioms 
into the simpler and plainer lang ; then 
the Book would be better understood than it is: e.g.» 
take the word Logos, literally the “ Word.” ‘This is an 


THE DEVIL IN THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE " HauDINoER or mowr.” 
‘Dean Broruen, — Your anonymous paragraphist, the 
author of Jottings on Paasing Events seems to fatter 
imself with having caught me ig; but his cheap 
shilling trap of a new Bible turned inside out will, Law 
afraid, prove too frail a piece of man-trapping machinery 
to sccure this German bear of a doctor, as 1 am some 
times called by persons who prefer polished diamonds to 
rough ones. À 
mistake about the passage, “ Aud lend us not into 
tho temptation of the Evi? One," arose sim 
ner: About a month before I got hold " 
version of the Now Testament, done into altogether new 
English by a body of very learned scholars indeed, but 


scholars who had not the courage of making a straigbt- 
forward use of their learning, È met with 
of the Lord's Prayer in one of the l 


t ton numbers of 
the Religio. Philosophical Journal, aud taking that ver 
sion as a reliable basis, my criticisms on the document 
could not bo othorwino than what they appeared in my 
article on the " Devil in the Lord's Prayer.” When 
got my shilling Word of God, I found out my error at 
once, and intended to rectify it in tho noxt issue of your 
Promethean sheet. Trusting that this explanation will 
isfy your Nicodemus, and hoping that he will in 
iro give mo at loast credit for not wilfully falsi 
the Word of God, as the body of scholars which 
demus admiros so much for their prof 
have done in more than one passage, th iting 
tho unpardonable sin of blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost of Truth, I beg to remain yours fraternally, 

©. W. ROHNER, M.D. 


Benalla, Nov. 10th, 1881. 


VERIFICATION OF A SPIRIT MESSAGE. 


‘Wo have recently received. tho following from a gen- 
tloman in New Zealand :— 
“Gisborne, N. Z. 80th Sept, 1881, 
“ Mr, W, H, Terry, Editor of the Harbinger of Light, 


“Dear Sir,—Whon I last had the pleasuro of a 
letter from you, you invited me to correspond with you 
should anything of special interest occur at any of our 
Séances. We have hot had many meetings since the 


months ago we had a conversation wi 
information which wo bave been ablo 
ipto England. Ho told us bis namo 
was Josoph Dawson, that ho lived at Royl Hall, York. 
et ie Low Moor Iron Co., and died 
ioned a «on, Christopher, and a 


but about 


Dawson, and he 
yours very ‘cul 


and Hardy.” 
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Now, sir, I consider a Jotter like this a most conclu- 
o proof of the truth of spirit intercourse. I may 
mention that onr medium is a young man, New Zealand 


born and bred, and that neither he nor any of the 
‘others present ‘at the séance could by any possibility 
have any kaowledye of Joseph Dawson. 


WHAT IS IT TO REJOICE IN SPIRIT? 


Br C. W. Roms, M.D., Bexatta. 
"Muy thousands of Christian men, including eren 
clergymen, have read the profound words in Luke x. 21, 
* In that hour Josus -gjoiced in spirit, and said, T thank 
theo, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things (the transcendent and mysterious 
powers of a pure human mind), from the wise and 
prudent (what a compliment to those who are wine and 
prudent!) and hast revealed them unto babes” (again, 
Nhat à compliment to those who ean feel like bahor!) ; 
inda upon thousands of so-called Christian — 
i on tho principle of lucus a non lucendo, have 
rend these weighty words of Luke without either know- 
ing or understanding what they read. 
"Now, then, what did the divine Magician, the great 
Master and Expounder of the secrets of heaven—which 
in wi yur own hears—m 
r “to rejoice in s 
‘meant, but what on so many 
occasions ho had so plainly expressed, namely, that he 
was surrounded by legions of angels acd advanced 
spirita who helped him in his life's work, the lore of 
man, the enlightenment of man, the progress of man, 
the preparation of a place for man in the many mansions 
of the house of bis loving Father. Yes, it is ts plain as 
daylight at noon, that the Spiritualist of Nazara 
Vd, idvined, comforted, strengthened, d 
hours, in those propitious moments of whi 
man, ‘alas, geta only so few, if any at all. 
refined, and. eni 


tempt 
Eo tho sublime platform of selsa; 


‘An eminent illustration of this wavering spirit of. 
Jesus may bo found in those equivocal words when he 
‘aid, “ Givo to Cæsar what is Cmsars." These naked 
words deliver us into the hands of any Cæsar—to the 
cruelty of a Nero as well as to the gentleness of a 
Marc Aurel, to King Alfred the Great, as well as to 
Henry VINI. or of George III. In the presence of the 
powerful Roman coin, in the sight of the cash-power of 
tho city of Seven Hi of Josus quaked ; he 
felt bis fosh spirit, and Socialist, nay, 
Communist at heart as he was, he was in that hour not 
in tho spirit; he had not tho courage to speak out 
mind, namely, that man owes nothing to bad rulers, 
solish rulers, to criminal rulers, to mad rulers; 

nothing but thorope, or the guillotine, or the sword, as 
it has been tried on the white neck of Charles 1, or the 
neck of tho innocent scapegoat of the French, Louis, 
the feeble expiator of the royal sins of preceding Louisses. 
Al! men hare such moments of weakness, and I know 
from my own father’s words, and my father was no 
chicken, that he often quaked in the presence of Napo. 
leon ; his heart sank withia bim when be addressed him, 
although Napoleon only smiled with the pity of con: 
tempt oa my father; but he also knew the terror of his 
oye when it fell upon a human worm with the c 


° n a humas ing 
weight of his roused indignation. And all this time 
Fathor hated Napoloon as a tyrant, who had dragged the 


whole of his family, with the exception of his mot 
intoa bloody war, waged for self aud ambitions Burl 


am digeessing, and 1 have allowed the spirit of my fathor | f 


fo ran away with my pon, for which i 
trust T will ba pardoned, especially as the 


1 
igronion 


illustrates my argument. 
illustration could do. 

‘To “rejoice in spi 
not granted to 


well as any othor historical 


a grand privilege, a privil 
A mon, beans tharo are ro hor mas 
nowadays es who have the courage to di 
the light that hem, for tho truth that iris 
in their hearts, for the love of what 


Austris 
Greer ad teen uit Gorman, Avan 


countries will shortly be converted into battlo.felde 
which the powers of darkness will meot the powers of 
light only to be swept out of existence once more to 
make room for the coming millennium of an enlightened 
peace and of universal happiness of the human race, 
from the Rocky Mountains to the Himalayas, and from 
tho Himalayas to the Australian Alps; thas completing 
tho circle of our globe. 

How little the traducers of the New Testament under- 
stood, or cared to comprehend, the important. truth of 
translating the Word of God into the plain dialect of 
a and intelligence, instead 


passage in question: 
Jeras rejoicod in spirit which I aupposo, ndor the 
inepiration of. the Holy Trinity, "her translated thur 
falsely: "In tbat same hour He rejojced in the Holy 
Spirt.” Why is “Holy” and "Spirit" written hero 
with a capital H and S? Because it is a person, 
third person of the Holy Trinity, of which Holy Spirit, 
or Ghost, his mother Mary bad been with child, to the 
great annoyance of her bueband Joseph. I hare now 
no Greek Testament at, hand, but if 
mistaken, the phrase “to rejoice in apiri 
forcibly squeezed out of the verb agallo or as 
which originally means, both in its active an: 
form, “to glory,” * to delight, “to be full of en 
“to bo in an exul A similar meaning in 
also connected with the verbum purum, agalliao or agal- 
Ke mai, both being related to the radical adjot 
laos,’ bright, brilliant, shining; a most appropriate 
epithet to use in the description of the countenance of 

e human creatures out of whose eyes e 
ordinary men can see shining the inspiring influence of 
a God, an exalted spirit, alias genius. We are told that 
the face of Moses shone ina similar manner when ho 
came down from Mount Sinai with his ill-fated stovo 
tablets to speak unto the children of Israel, who plaialy 
saw “that the skin of Moses’ face shono,” most likel 
under the influence of that lord of a spirit (not God, 
but a spirit of advanced views dwelling in the invisible 
realm) who suggested the ideas contamod in the dees- 
logue to Moses, and who might havo been the spirit of 
an Egyptian priest, say his profesor of theology at 
Memphis, 

Another illustration of Jesus “rejoicing 
occurs in the account of that beautiful mount 
which took pla 
I profer) în presence of Peter, Tamos 
is ler the very appropriate designation of tho 
ion of Christ, and during which transfigur- 
taking power, or akasa, from his 
d fellow-mediums, “ the fashion of 
yas altered, and bis raiment was white 
ug" (Luke ix, 29), as Mr. Foster's counte 
has often been seen to alter its fashion under tho in 
ice of spirits who during his wéancos controlled his 
palit mediuniati organ 

ke, "there talked with him two m. 
Moses and Elias (Elijah), who appeared i 
the effalgenco of glory, mark), reminding 
career was drawing to an end, and that ho would shortly 
havo to suffer for the truth, for the samo truth for whi 
in their turn had suffered, 


ism. “And behold, procoods 
‘which ware 


d for which suff 
ition of advanced intel- 
rit sphoro. Often when I think of 
this occurrence in the lifo of Josus—4n occurronco 8> 
the best elements of inspired atrongth and con- 
firmation of the woaknoss of hu:ain fosh, it mikos m9 


shudder to think myself back agaia to those horrid 
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Matthew, Zli, Eli, ete, which words a con 
irituali lesus could not pronounce con- 
Sead with the faith that was in hit, and with the 
vmmory of the ransfiguration scene fresh in his memory. 
"lat ia genuine Spiritualists learn a lesson from these 
braf considerations of mine on the true meaning of the 
eise "to rejoice in spirit" let us fearlessly shape our 
Thes according to our best thoughts aud lights; let us 
not quail in the presence of the brazen coin of a nation 
Df shopkeepers, supported by an army of baili 
{alors and hangmen ; but lot us testify through 
Meath that we know that we are immortal, and that our 
persecutors can only kill our bodies, and bare no power 
Bier our souls, either here or hereafter, if we do not 
vurselves at their vile feet, and support them 
ickedness and deceit. 
16th November, 1881. 


words of 


PRESBYTERIAN POLEMICS. 
Tur discords and differences in the local Presbyterian 
Churches have veen painfully apparent to the publie of 
late; but although some bitterness and acrimony bas 
been evolved, the proceedings are tamé in comparison 
with those which recently occurred in the Argyle Street 
Free Church, Ghagow, where the minister and about a 
hundred of the congregation engaged in a free fight, 
with sticks and umbrellas, which was only brought to 
a close by the introduction of the police. 

‘At tho first meeting of the Presbytery thereafter, the 
matter was taken into consideration, and the Rev. Dr. 
‘Adam, in moving a precautionary resolution, prohibiting 
doy further meetings in tho church til the Presbytery 
investigated tho matter, expressed his opinion that the 
‘occurrence reported in tho publie papers ^ bad awakened 
in them all feelings of sorrow and shat 

wi of such occurrences. 


of God, exhibit the lowest feelings of their nature, and 
conduct themselves in a manner that infidels would be 
‘ashamed of ? 


COMMUNICATION. 


On! that my words could be heard by ten thousand 
times ten thousand ; that they might fall as the tender 
dew upon the herb, as the geutle rain upon the grass, 
Penetrating the hearts of men, taking deep root there 
and bearing fruit a thousand fold! “Come now, let us 
Tenson together saith the Lord.” It should be written 
saith a spirit, whom they have mistaken for Jehovab. 
L, a spirit, divested of the flesh, repeat these words and 
tay “Come now, let us reason together.” Reason is 
tthe highest attribute of man, and properly used maketh 
him like unto a god; that is like unto one set in 


authority, ruling impartially and without fear. Man's 
frt duy i to rulo himself, not lowing one passion to 
Tite at the expense of tho others. A man who ean rule 


himself a 'o all his de- 


after in spirit life wi 
ja the field wherein ye are placed, and where your seed 


Each ono should consider him or herself as a. laborer 


for a wage to be ‘at, what is called, death: 
Watt i veli neo ich iio higher feld of ele 
‘Rees. Now you can take mj word for it that this is 
I myself have laboured in both fields. Now I 

ig the fruit of the harvest rowa on earth. And 
"ren I look back I see that every act of self-sbnegation 


for the benefit of others ; every crucifizion of the desh 
Steerer eum eq eatin o dis tne 
promotion on crossing the boundary of the spheres: for 
rou know, your earth is surrounded hy a spiritual world. 

‘om, if reason is brought to bear upon thin subject, s 
Bot to man's own interest to follow the 
higher nature? The life too here, on thi Jane, is 
0 short that, on looking back it is but as a saud ou the 
sea-shore compared to the eternity to come, Of how 
little consequence then to be the idol of the world of 
fashion when, by despising such things you may here 
in a world of love, be raised far above all the glories of 
erowned heads. 

1 know how hard itis for the young, surrounded by 
flatterers, if they are rich and lovely, to. realise there 
things; but for the middle-aged and those more ad. 
vanced in years to eling to such thinge, more especially 
if they are spiritualists, is not so easily to be under- 
stood Tt is like the moth singing ita wings, and though 

ing no heed until the final scene comes, 
"Tis indeed 
, Alis! 


; but left t 
igious convictions :— 
pert that this excellent alfaeriScing soldier in our 
of bie hand 'elasp was in 
p for expremion. Is It por 
Se i cudamston Only the week prerion ba had 
faved Dr. Urowell, Mr. Riddle, Prof. Buchanan, and otbora with 
arie, to spen] an evening sb bi residence. Under onilnary 
‘cematancea such an cvenigg would have been an eventful o 
ft now eroidering te soi fellow and the momentous 
Patject ander conkderation. i wil be almost sncrediy memorable 
thee present. It was approaching midaigat before we all lett 
the perire 
T ad Known Mr, Fishtough for ney irr sen a portion 
of the time very intimately - nown him fo teen and honor bim. 
Siete eaman testimony that those who knew him bei, prized 
a and Toned Bim the most For candour,uiegrlj, 
irae mantas, | question f he had a superior. 0 


"Te 
ranks had fallen wi 
mine, filled me wi 


Sce Conscientioun, and religiousiy inclined vae hr that be 
EX EI eerta 
EI 


fel to Love, Will, and Wisdom combined.” B 
"Though Mr. Fishboagh was "scribe for " Nature's Di 
tatione he differed widely in later years from many of the theories 
And dogmas contained im these Revelations. He was a Christian 
Spiritual ily. with, Dr. Buchanan, Dr. 
Ex, Dr. S, D. Dritan, Prof, 


its and visions 
ally lived aboro 
to me hineyes 
raindrops. He 


MEE m in bis i, vies 
E: ‘od wich God fled with are 
set ree ero J. M. PEEBLES, 


Hammonton, NJ. 
“We are in receipt of the Revista da Sociedade Acade- 
mien, a monthly journal of thirty pags, printed, in 
'ugeee and published at Bio Jauiero. It appears to 
Pert organ Qf a Society for the Investigation am 
Promotion of Spiritual Science. We have banded a 
copy to our friend Dr. Robner for review, which will 


appear in our next. 
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THE “ PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW. 


Turis magazine, the publication of which was suspended 
shout two gear foe, bae beon, renncitatl, and 
appears in ite old form, Hay, Nisbet, and Co. of las; 
Row, being still the publishers. . It contains some good 
Artic'es, notably one on “ Karma" (the Hindoo term for 
tho focal individuality of a being), by C. C. Massey; and 
Another on ^ Buddhism and Western Thought,” by 

whiel 


about others. In the Augus 
‘Theowophical Society's work in Coylo 
in our issue for May, is inextricably jumbled 

maries on the West Coast of Africa, of 
rember number 


Materialist, says 
tributes to” Darwin the statement that 
land of our race.’ " 

ich the sentenco quoted is 
taken, he would have seen that it occurs in a brief 
notice of Mr. Gerald Massey's “ Book of Beginnings,” 
Jounded upon Reviews that had come under our notice, 
the volume ie not having renched bero» Ho might 
also have discovered, b ice to thu May number of 
the Harbinger, which he is supposed to have reviewed, 
that the medium ior the materialisation circles here is 
Mr. Geo. formerly of Cardiff, and that the 
Peter” who appears. and converses with the Victorians 
has boen identified by three gentlemen who had person- 
Ally met him in London, Wo are, moreover, credibly 
informed by gentlemen who hare been in London within 
twelve months of this, that circles are held both at Mr. 
Homo's and Mr. Williams's, Mra. H. being the medi 
at tho former. 

The somewhat iconoclastic articles which occasionally 
appear in our columns may prejudice those Spiritualists 
‘Ho will Joan towards orthodox Christianity, and pos. 
sibly accounta for the slur which the critic endearours. 
to put on the Harbinger in his concluding remarks ; but 
ho should remember, first, that this journal is more of 


^ neww| T than a tine, its. columns bei: 
to all sides of religious thought, the editorial baag 
tho true criterion of its tono; and, secondly, that the 


broad-thinking Spiritualist would consi 
orthodox Spiritualism as great a deterioration to the 
uality of a paper as the Freethought which he 
leprecates. 


EMMA HARDINOE DRITTEN, TO HER 
COWORKERS IN THI 


ENDS AND 
IPIRITUAL MOVEMENT, 


Fon many geste past I bare been collecting materials for a com- 
pendioas History ot the Moens Srimrrvat MovEMEyT, se it 
has transpired ALL OVER Tue WORLD it. the Nineteenth Centery 
This work I baro been requested to undertake — no matter what 
Other publications of à kindred character might be isued—by 
those beloved spirit-triends who hare never deceived me, or failed 
to inspiro me for good. Those who are most thoroughly ne- 
quaiated with me wil remember how otten I hare stated that T 
Only obey the commands of spirits when they accord with my 
‘own jadgment, expecially when they relate to the movement, of 
‘which they are the authors and promoter, The present occasion. 
‘sone which fully meets this position. 

Wise and good spirits desire to give to the age, through my 
{ostramentaity, a thoroughly exhaustive recond of the work they 
bare accomplished in the Nineteenth entary, and the reasons 
‘they bae alleged for this charge, together with the methods 
prescribed for ita accomplishment, having appealed forcibly to my 
best judgment, I have, as abore stated, employed the last few 


able and authentic soros, the necessary materials for my great 
task, 
A it has been farthermore made clear to me thatthe present 
time has been specially designed for ite commencement I wond 
sow elicit, from those who may be interested in it, och literary 
contrbations of a personal or local character, sa cach may ty 
imprewed to send. Ido not promise to use all that T may ih 
receive, because the ultimate selection of matter for pabicaiog 
mast necessarily exclode atleast ninety per cent. of the vast many 
There to select from. Bill T abonld be glad to avail aei ot 
the widest posible field of information on ths deeply momeatons 
sobjeet, expecially as I propose to add to the general history a 
large namber of briet biographical sketches of such 
as bave been prominently and usefully connected with it 
Trusting that the friends of Spiritualism will aid me as far as 
pomible in the accomplishment of a work which gratitude to the 
spiritual founders of the movement, no let than justice to por 
terity, imperatively demand 1 am ever, reverently and fuithtaly 
the servant of God and the angels, 
EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN, 
P.S.—Prepaid pogtal matter can be addressed to my residence 
The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hil, 
Manchester, England, 


Da. SLADE Mevromsnir.—At the Cunp, the other day, the 
writer, in company with Depaty U. 8. Marshall Pred Galloape 
wal Detective Benj. Galloape, videl the renowned moliam 
Henry Slade. Among other remarkable manifestations was the 
following : Two slates were handiel by the members of the stance, 
and all cononded that they were clean, and that there was not any 
writing on either of them, The slates were then placed together 
A small ‘piece of pencil having been dropped upon onc of them, 
Mr, Slade thea rested the lates on one of the writer's arma, and 
Ail preent soon heard the noise made by the pencil in writing 
This occurred in brosd daylight, iu oum No. 3, Lake Piessant 
Hotel. On separating the slates, [the following communication 
was found on one of then, much to the astonishment of the 
sceptical officials, who imagined that there was no such thing as 
genuine spiritual manifestation : " My dear fiend —Spiritaaiom 
bas throe prominent points to study, the immortality of the wa, 
the knowledge ot God, and a perfect standard of le pracüce My 
friend, you mast have charity for those that do not soe and under- 
‘stand thie, May all humanity be governed by charity's holy law 
— Do unto others as you would they should do unto you If all 
‘would walk in this path, they would find peace and joy. The 
bright spirita love to guide the sinful man, to parity bim by the 
‘waters of God's holy trath, to cleanse him of sio, sod at lat lead 
Dim upward, o that be may dwell in the abodes of heavenly bliss 
Now, may the blessing of Him who ia here and everywhere, bo 
constantly with all who are engaged in good work for the progr 
of maokind"—W. H. Srexcxn, 

Tux Spiriton! Ofering,” an excellent magazine, which cea 
peblication in 1873, bas jst been started in the form of a nem 
paper, No. 1, bearing date Newton, Iowa, September 3rd, having: 
reached us, Tt contains, in addition to other interesting matter, 
^ recent lecture of W. J, Colville's, specially reported for the 
Paper. The managers are trying the experiment of publishing 
this weekly, at 1 dol. per annum, which a cireulation of 5000 wil 
enable them to contione. If at the end of six months the cires- 
lation talla short o. thig, the price will be 1j dole. The postage 
to this colony doubles the cot, but we will take order at the alo 


years of my wide wanderings in gathering wp, from every avail- 


Wr OR Car, s writer of eme. > 
TET. i a writer of same repue, Ta oar watborliy. Ses 
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FAMILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM. 


ail visit to shine upon them 
i] 


LEE. 


Trerzcrsp. Farexp,—With my endeavour to delineate 
the characteristics of Spiritualism, must be classed the 
felative value of evidence as it stands connected with 
the testimony of others, and that which we ourselves 
have gathered by practical experience. The two things 
are quite distinct, and while the first is useful to direct 
the way, the latter ia most essential to rendor the evi- 
dence personally and practically useful. Tt is a fact 
that in directing the attention of a friend to Spiritualism 
‘one can speak with greater confidence on the ground of 
personal experience than merely on the gathered testi- 
mony of others. I havo already referred you to a most 
‘useful book on the subject, and shall, ere I close my 
series of letters, direct your attention to others; but I 
‘now, when speaking of phenomenal Spiritualism, 
to tell you what I have seen aud heard myself, at first 
hand, and to which I ean bear the most amplo testimony, 
Iwill endeavour to make my narrativo as clear as I can, 
and confine myself to actual facts, This narrative por- 
tion of my lottors will compriso interviews with some 
really excellent mediums; and also more direct expo- 
rience resulting from the possession of personal medium. 


I have come 
tual world and 


istic qualifications, and by means of w 
more 


ith the 


directly in. contact 
who dwell therei 


«f youth the eubjoct of spiritual operations, in a variety 
of incidental ways, bas beeh presented to my notice; 
and probably always there ha» been a tendency in my 
mental eoaitution to be susceptible to spiritual prar 
tions; although, until within tho last eight years, I had 
always refused to entertain tho question, or was quite | 
indifferent. to its vast importance. I will candidly con- | 
foss that I owe my introduction to Spiritualism osten- | 
ly to the study ot Swedenborg's writings, lt often 
appears very remarkable to mo that with all our long. 
experience of practical religion there should have been 
really so little realisation of the facts of spiritual lifo, 
and the clear apprehension of ite natural results ; but I 
do believe that with tho professed belief in God, and 
tho things of His, kingdom as involved in the Chri 
life, there has been and is a wide-spread ignorance of the 
very essential elemen of spiritual religion, I suppose, 
'a mainly from the fact that in the teachings of 
the Christian church an impossible barrier has been 
'en the living and the dead; between the 
world present and the world to come. However, I will 
Swedenborg’a vivid statements of 
to man, | 
is body, 
ive realisation of the exi 
lifo; and when the time arrived 
jone, I was prepared to enter 
fect than if I had 


m in Spring- 
‘treet, that I was induced, in company ofa friend, to 
interview bim ; and I must confess I did so with a very 
exhibitions were based on 


strong impression that bi 
mere trickery, and that tho: 


favour, quite the contrary. However, the evidence he 
afforded me, the names he mentioned of friends who 
had been dead years and years, the messages which 
came through him to me, stamped with a particularity 
mich esrred the ovideice with them, en not be 
explained away. T could not conceive that by any pro. 
seis of mind-reading Mr, Poster could tll eee, 
stances of a private nature, and which for the time had 
faded from my memory, or indeed that he could tell the 
namo of my father, for I myself was a perfect stranger 
to him, and he had no opportu nity of making en 
But in addition to this, he not only quoted nam: 
gave the cause of tho death of soveral fi 

the spirit-world, describing their char 
I distinctly sav, in the front of Ais face, tho materialised 
features of a friend who had been dead some little timo, 
and of whom he could by no possibility have known 
anything. A white pocket handkerchief was thrown on 
tho floor by my friend, and at some distance from Mr. 
Voster a pencil was also laid down with it, and kept in 
sight all the time it lay there, and when taken up there 


was found written across the handkerchief the namo of 
a relative who had boon dead a quarter of a century. 
We wero both touched in a very palpable by 


invisible bands, and the movement of the chairs in t 
room, and raps all about, were most marked. In add 
ion to this, my own pocket handkerchief, while in my 
pocket, had a knot tied in one cornerof it’ During tho 
whole of the séance, Mr. Foster sat at a considerable 
distance from both'of us, and wo wore tinfiod, 
from a earl examination of tho room, that thoro vers 
no applinnces such as tho conjurer uses in 

tion before tho publie, Mr. 

relativo to myself, bearing on future experiences, whic 
havo been fulfilled’ to the letter, and which info 
ho professed to got from spirit friends thei 

may say that, av sceptics and under a belief that an 
attempt would be made to deceive us, I and my friend 
used. every endeavour to checkmate the medium, and 
watched all the proceedings with tho greatest cam. I 
have for yours given these maoifestations in the presence 
of Mr. Foster, all tho consideration which an earnest. 
‘ind consistent enquirer could, especially in tho light of 
tho statements made by the most determined opponents 
of the Spiritualistic theory ; and Intill fail to seo any 
way out of the difficulty than that afforded by the oper- 
ation of departed spirit friends on our behalf, through 
‘one who possessed a special and peculiar organisation to 


fenablo taom thus to make their existence and presence 
Known to us. I bad no desire to be deceived, and I 
have no desire to decoive, and if I could find any way 


out of this dilemma otherwise than the spiritual theory 
T would accept it; but years of enquiry and earnes 
investigation have failed to afford mo the means to satis 
factorily deny the assumption that our doparted frien 
au ivo, that they can communicate with un and that 
they do so through suitable organ 

{good intention of aiding our spiritual growth and pre- 
paration for the future life. Even now, after the lapse 
Of yours, that first introduction to practical Spiritualism 
ine vivid as evor; the manifest, provence of a number 
of persons, although invisible, in the room with us on. 
that aceasion, was to distinct that T annot believe but 
that when Mr. Foster declared ho could sce them in 
great numbers flocking about us, it was quite true, their. 
presenco to our spiritual sonses being a palpable ae 
Wo had seen them with our physical sight, Now what 


„Victims of delusion, 
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in which a woman chanced to meet in 
medium, and who in the course of conver 
o her view some of tho characteristics of her life ; nay, 
according to the account given us, told her all things 
that ever «ho did; ang that was considered a grand 
idoneo o the fac tink theme spirit medium was a 
supernatural being. Granting that he had never met 
the woman before, and knew nothing of her life and 
‘character in tho ordinary way, it might well seem ro- 
markale to her, but to us not more so, if so much, as 
the utterances through Mr. Foster relative to spirit 
friends gone from this life more than a quarter of a 
tury. Shall I say of him as this woman mud of 
Jesus; Is not thin the Christ? No, certainly not; thank 
God, in the light of a fuller revelation of the great 
Nature of which wo forma part, I will rather sa 
in not this a reasonable proof that my departed relatives 
and friends still ive in a more sublimated stato of exist- 
fence, and. eam, aro, favourable, 
approach, and thus import their loving thoughts and 
good wishes To me such a trysting place a» that 
Afforded by association with a powerful mediu 
more hallowed than the well of Samaria, or the Mount 
Tabor; and for this reason, that while in the latter 
instances, L only know those things by hearsay, in the 
former 1 know them from present experience, and as the 
result of personal investigation; not on mere report, 
uncertain and sometimes doubtful evidence; but through 
secing for myself, which is far more satisfactory, For 
just in proportion as we come faco to face with the 
Bront faeta of spiritual life, ns I have done over an 
‘over again, aro the evidences valuable, and tho founda. 
tion thus afforded moro firm than when wo are required 
to exereino faith on tho long-drawn testimony of I know 
not whom, T would urge above all things that you 
would seek tho moans to acquire personal experience in 
regard to theso matters, and then it will not be “1 bo- 
lieve because others have soon and told me ; but I have 
seon and heard for myself, and therefore I beliovo ; nay 
T know that there things are to!" T must now clove 
lottor, and remain your well-visher, 


1881, 


H. J. B. 
Melbourne, October 


CALVINISM AND PRESBYTERIAN JUGGLERY, 
Some Stricturos on tho Confession of Faith 
written pi 


a woll- 
phlot, addressed to the Presbyterian 
by Mr. William Turner. ‘Tho object of tho writer soon 
to bo to ionists that the articlos and 
standards of bolief, when interpreted in their obvio 
signification and in the senso in which their framer 
manifestly 


leration of the que 


whethor tho terms of subscription should rot bo so 
modifiod as to comport with the religious consciousness 
and intellectual experiences of advanced thinkers in the 


Christian Church; and, ulteriorly, the author seems 


e i ing those persons of good stan 
ing and bigh moral worthy who foel themselves estranged 
from the Church by reason of ita credal restrictio 
Mr, Turner is no doubt an honest and conscientious 
man, but in our opinion he is rather inconsistent. Ho 
has committed himself by his official acknowledgment 
of the standards, to a belief in docte 
himself pronounces dishonoring to God. , thon, 
does ho remain in a communion where such views are 
enforced by the articles of subscription P It is surely 
irrelevant for him to plead that no minister or layman 
does believe in them; for, even if tho statement were 
truo (and the Melbourno Presbytery denice it), still 
two blacks do not make a white, and the fact of 
fellow: Presbyterian boing equally wrong doos not mako 
We confess to sympathy wit 
auch mal-content place ie Deng iat at 
a Church that 
too grievous to 
Mr. urner 
. and catholicity, woul 
‘environments are so ill-adapted to their mental cha- 


and religious aspirations, that theological 


organisation would soon pe 
And why not? What is thoro inita 
Presbyterian ereed—so lovable that we should d 
to preserve the one or the other? What was thera 
the character of John Calvin that the system of digit 
he did so much to formulate should be accepted as a 
final or even a commendable exposition of relig 
truth? In speaking of tho man, wo feel almost tenned 
to employ the description applied by Whitaker to fete 
Knox-—""A fanatical incendiary, a holy svago, the cux 
of violence and barbarism, the religious Sachem of re 
hawks.” One cannot think of this "grex 
ner” without calling to mind the pale fa at 
il Servetus, who, for heretical sentiments on the 
y, was haled to tho stake at Calvin's instigation 
and caused to expiate his heresy by protracted tortura 
amid slowly devouring flames ; the poot Gruet, whove 
death for similar reasons, was compassed by this callous 
quisitor ; and Castellio, once Calvin's bosom friend 
ut afterwards rejected because of differences in ret 
ligious opinions. The aged Castellio, greatly im. 
poverished, sought to eam a living by gathering wood 
Phe gentle Genevan accused his erstwh d of 
stealing the wood; and old Castellio, exiled, died of 
starvation, "In temperament? saya Archbishop 
Spaulding, " Calvin was cold nnd repulsivo, even sour 
ad morore. iss ia Jo never manifested the Inat 
sympathy for those in distress, though in many cases 
ii Wimedlt was the cause of their suffering," ^ 
"The "sewrrility" of his language, and bis fiendish 
animosity towards all who woro his opponents, tend to 
confirm the charge made against him by some that h 
life was shockingly impure. Writing io the Marq 
do Poot, he ways" Do not fuil to rid tho country of 
hose fanatieal scoundrels who excite the peoplo to 
Tovolt against ue. Buch monetore should bo ertet. 
minated, as I have extorminated Michael Servetus.” 
And, again, addressing Westphal, a Lutheran, lo saya 
C dy school is nothing but a stinking pigatyo. ». 
Dont thou enr me, thou dg, thou madman, thou great 
animal?” 
If wo may accept thot 


that 
h she 


timony of a disciple, “ Calvin 
onded his lifo in dospair, afflicted with a shameful and 
loathsome disease.” | (ello art. Calvin). And if tho 
Swodish seor is an authority, wo may believe the samo 
mental perversity, tho samo spiritual darkness, as had 
markod his atrocious career on earth, followed him 
beyond the veil. (Zrue Ohristian Religion, § 798). 
Tho theology of this mania it good P Can pure water 
issue from a turbid source? Nay! Poisoned at ite 
fountain-hoad, Calvivism is vitintea in all ite ramilla- 
ions, Ite views of God, its views of man, are dire 
jonoring alike to God and man. “The God of Cal- 

jam,” saya Matthew Arnold, “is a magnified and 
non-natural man, who deerces, at bis more good 
pleasure, some men to salvation, and other men to re- 
probation.” This God imputes the guilt of Adam's sin 
to his descendants in all ages. What wonder that R. 


doce. But what say the export? W- 
whose historical knowledge and accuracy Mr. 


‘Rentoul 
duro not nasail, states in roference to the school of 
Calvin— No school declared moro constantly and more 
rarity of human nature, the 
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co of perdi to the mero possession JOTTIN : 

sentence fore, and the eternal damnation of the great eS ONEAN ERRINA 

majority of infante.” (Leckv's Hist. of Rationaliem in 

majority o p. 100). Canon Farrar of Wootminstar, | 47 last ome ono has spoken, and it îs tino! When wo 

Beran w hia iie and opponent, De. Pacey, asaros | bear sured choire, maintained at eros ezpai and 
the rigid Calviniatie school," should be no mean 

Mibarity on such a point. „As a scholar and theologian 

Emol courre, immeasurably Mr. Laurence Rentoul'a as 
f it in surely time that 


Mipetior, And what doos ho my? This—" Tho dam- 
tulon of infants was an acknowledged doctrine of Cal- 
Tinian.” (Mercy and Judgment: A Reply to Dr. Pusey, 
p 142). 1i further evidence is required, wo havo it in 
Tie admission of tho Rev. Dr. M'Donald in his lecture 
tn tbo " Standards of the Presbyterian Church ”+ Dr. 
M'Donald i» one of the “fathers” of the Presby. 
{erian body in this colony. Bora into such a system, 
With Calvinism permeating their very bone and marrow, 
the wonder is that the Presbyterian clergy are as 
pectabla a body of men as we know them to be. 
“Gentlemen,” said the Rev. Charles Strong in 

telling speech, “we have drunk in Calvinism with our 


mothers’ milk.” It is pleaded that this system has 
P Granted! There is bappil 
Yrothingham has so eloquently shown, 

in things ovil.” nded murder b 

good, but no reason why we should perpetus 

fE These evil creeds are dying, and we must basten 
their death. " Calvinism,” says James Anthony Froude, 


^as come to be regarded by liberal thinkers as a 
system of belief incredible in itself, dishonoring to ita 
object, and as intolerable as it has been itself intolerant, 
To represent man as sent into the world under a curse, 
s iocurably wicked— wicked by the constitution of his 
fesh, and wicked by eternal decree—as doomed, unless 
grenpted by special grace which ho cannot morit, or 
by any effort of his own obtain, to live in sin while he 
remains on earth, and be eternally miserable when he 
leaves it—to represent him as born urable to keep the 
ndments, yet as justly liable to everlasting 
Punishment for breaking them—is alike repugnant to 
reason and to conscience, and turns existence into a 
hideous nightmare. To deny the freedom of the will 
isto make morality impossible. To toll men that they 
cannot help themselyes, is to fing them into reckless- 
pets and despair, To what purpose the effort to bo 
irtuous, when it is an effort which is foredoomed to 

fail—when those that are saved aro saved by no effort. 
of their own, and those that are lost are lost by an 
everlasting sentenco decreed against them beforo they 
were born? How are we to call the Ruler who lai 
us under this iron code, by the name of Wise, or Just, 
or Merciful, when we ascribe principles of action to 
Him which, in a human father, we should call pre- 
us and monstrous?" (Sort Studies, vol. 1L, p. 

). Delenda est Carthago 


24th September. 


Sererroaussw, be it true or false; i 
up the land, Tt ity. It is 
colouring every nt of thought, and invading 
the pulpit, the bar and the stage in the most subtle 
manner. For the sake of our own people and country, 
Jet us, therefore, grapple with it philosophically, and 
through sciontific appliances test tho genuioeness of 
hat aro termed its physical manifestations. By these 
it professes a willingness to stand or fall; and if our 
aetatis of learning refuse to investignt it on so 
easonable and well defined a basis, they will become 
qusceptible to the chargo of hugging their chains, and 
foa u8 ignominous shelter. among the gloomy nooks 

innies of their prejudices or superstitions. —New 
York Boening Mail. 


‘Brit, (th ed.) for a mach 


1 reformer than that presented 


ord for the religion of 
u it in gratifying to learn, has been dove 
during the session of the Anglican Synod in Sydney 
Mr. Shepherd Smith, a representative of one of t) 
Churches there, submitted that some of the " leson 
in the Prayer Book required revision. He assorted that. 

some of the Psalms and the Song of Solomon were 
antagonistic to the spirit of Christianity,” Upon this 
utterance a somewhat excited debate ensued, some of 
the clergy characterising with terms of decided emphasis 
Mr. Shepherd. Smith's boldness, and the president ro- 
Primanding the heretic with much severi. Mr. Smith, 
iowover, hnd some friends who pleaded his cause, and 
the censure was ultimately withdrawn. 

If anyone will tura to the 109th Psalm, which is sup- 
posed to be maid or sung in the English Church om 
the twenty-second day of the month, he 
Mr. Shepherd Smith had some oceason, for 
What a sweet creature must 
prayin, 

TN 


days be few, and let another take bis office. 
children widow. Let his 
i bread. "Let there 


years to be a sort of Freethou 
just now, to judge from the notice 
ity. Looking over a recent number of the 
ferald, I observed intimations of Freethink- 
by Dr. Hughes, 

White, besides a 
about to 


Greenwood seems to have abandoned his old faith, and 
is now an exponent of * the Gospel of Humanity.” Mr. 
Robert White, who came to Sydney as an apostle of 
Materialism, is, 1 believe, a recent convert to Spiritu- 
alism, and applies himself to ite advocacy. Mr. Charles 
Bright, 1 perceive by an Argus telegram, has been pro- 
sented with a purse of 120 sovereigns. 


he Spectator and Methodist Chronicle evidently 
inks it bas got hold of a grand argument for ite 
1 Atonemont. ^ Ho the iden of atonement 
bitate fans through the religions o 
ie ite jubilation on October ld. Thero 
is tittie wonder if the iden does perrade the religions 
or it is essentially heathenish, barbari 
Our contemporary ix welcome to any 
iy it may discover between its own creed and that 

Bat the gain thereby secured will not 


of heathendo 
seem very great to the minds of thinking men. Those 
Freethinkers who are averso to Christianity will rather 


joice when, viewing such attempts to prove the con- 
Eanguiuity of Christianity and Aeatheniam, they find that 
professors of the former creed 
^ Claim kindred there, and have their claims allowed." 
‘Would that our Wesleyan friend could see that, how- 
over much the idea of a vicarious atonement may “ run 
through” its own or any other system, the keen bl 
of modern science and intelligence has run ir # 
‘and through! “ You might as well seek to flee from t 
‘bended heavens as to escape from the consequences of 
your deeds,” said William Denton on Friday night, the 
Lath ult—the same date av when the Spectator spake l 
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‘Mr. A. P. Martin of the Melbourne Review, in | 
sketch, published in the Inst number of that magazine, 
of the late res President Garfield, alludes to a 
discussion on the Origin of Man, once held between the 
deceased. statesman and "a sceptical geologist named 
Denton” Mr. Martin ventures tho“surmise that the 
latter is identical with the gentleman Whose recent 
lectures havo so delighted us. The supposi 
correct, as may be seen by reference to that most in 
teresting volume by Mr. Denton, entitled “ Ia Darwin 
Right?" The debate took place some twenty tears 
ago, and Mr. Denton quite naturally, and, Í think, 
justly, claims the victory for the views he then main- 
tained." 

In a late number of the Age 
from an individual, whom the editor of that 
int ealls * Our humorous correspondent. 
is quito surpassing ; and it is really difficult to aroi 


the reflection that if our contemporary admits any more 
such contributions to ite columns, journals like Afel- 
Bourne Punch will find themselves superseded, and thei 
vocation gone. 
within the last few days he never 
lication 


This wonderful wit says that until 
knew that euch a pub- 
existed! What a 


“Harbinger” What 


tronage to i 
Now it has to endure the geniae’ 
which are intended to be very severe. Probably 

he But neither can the author 


seintillations of wit 


Ho may be identified 

en 

his wit, Only, 

gain any informati ostly visitant. In the 

Seribrile he has gone about with ejes shut, seldom 
ling his news never any attention to 

notice placarded in tho streeta , rediens of the vigoe 

of the times. He may therefore ax rationally bo ex- 

pected to know aught of the spirit-sphere he inhabits ax 

the blind beetles of Mammoth Cavo may be supposed 


capable of devcribing the beauties of their wondrous 
homo. 
On Wednesday evening, 19th October, the Rev. Charles 
Stronggave an interesting lecture on Buddha. Comparing 
ity, and admit- 


tho principles of Buddhism and Christ 
ting many resemblances, tho locturer diffe 
two systeme to t 

of law, the latte 


religion of spirit 


JOTTINGS FROM THE NORTH EAST. 

Dn. Murtuen'y lecture on " Spiritu 
tion to the Churches,” which he delives 
the means of cali 


tee 
ure of the lecture, ete., 
im lowing Tee 
i in which "Stanley" did not 
go "on" nor get out of with any degree of credit, but, 
‘on tho contrary, got what any one i» sure to get that 
has the presumption and ignorance to attack that which 
he knows very little if anything, about, vi 
drubbing. — 


To give an iden of tbe amount of knowledge possessed 
zoe of the opponents f modera Spend 


ete. 


be raug, leave off tho folly of investigti 
follow the rzscmtxon of tho Steniey Spector ges 
certain 


rendered 
delusions, 
away, leaving 
^ modora de. 
simply owing to 


sincere in, on 
victions arisen? These people have gone to so-called 
spirit seancon., They hare 

‘on the principle that “seein 
people orget that Mac 
people forget aal 
the * Fakir of Oolu' bare. 


Tonco knew an old gentleman who was connected 
th an establishment in which tho cleaning of refuse 
wool was part of its occupation. Tbe person I allude 
to was a man of vory orthodox piety ; in fact, be was 
very " innocent old man ;" taught Sunday school, and 
did his prayers with bis eyes shut. Ono part of t 
gentleman's work was tho cl of the w 


purchase, thought for tbe bul, 
; bad a hunt, and found that tho 


customer, 
was very hens 


T often think if a spiritualist was to do such 
the abore, orthodox zeal would give his Satanic 
credit for baring more power than usual in the wool 
trade, 


A correspondent in ono of tho last insuos of the Har- 


finger speaks about the Mor. J. J. Westwood ay an 
"Evangelist." Now, I happen to know the Rev. J. J. 
W. I bare also waded through his "journal," and a 


very unique affair it is, Tho rev. gentleman used to 
connect the business of bookseller with that of Bvan- 
gelist: preach and sell; God and Mammon. I remember 
that what struck mo in reading is book or journal was 
the way he returned thanks to God if ho sold a 1 
but how he neglected that duty if no salos took place. 
“Sold £1 11a. worth of books, for which I give earnest 
thanks to Almighty God,” was the rule throw 
‘out the work. last timo I saw the Rer. J.J. 
was in Sydney, where he was netting tho sum of about 
£9 a week, as I was informed, by preaching aud book- 
selling. I’ believe him to be a very earnest man—that 
is, in money getting. He once preached at a place I 
know many yare ago. "The contributions were not 
lavish ; in fact, three shillings would cover the amount. 
He did, I must say, a wonderful amount of preaching 
andmeil] can hardly designate the noies be male 
Singing; bats at any rate, tbere wan any amount of 
it, and ho only got thirty-six penco! Ho was so 
thoroughly disgusted with the unwillingnessof the people 
to support the “Evangelist,” that ho de ert 
morning, and up to the present bas never come back. 


Dr. Mueller delivered his lecture on “Spiritualism 
aod its Relation to the Churches" in Beechworth lately, 
at the 


E tation of the commit Ovens District. 
dial copy in etengo sn. article that appeared in the | Hospital F. Dreyer, Boy, the present of tho inet: 
Stanley Spectator-—a journal with n very limited circu. | tion, occupied the chair." There was a very intellectual 
dation, which e aks well for the talent displayed in ite nce assembled to bear the old-new trutbe--old as 

ol an we jas it leading articles Here it is, and | the ‘the human race, but new to those who 
Bey al i that have found what the writer says to | are perit and orthodox. The lecture was well 


doctor well satisfied. 
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ANCIENT AMERICA 
Jrs Mouxp-au1Lpens, AND rre CorPenacrxens, 


Dexron delivered a lecture on the above in- 
Paoting topie, on tho evening of the 17th October, at 


the Athengum Hall. 


‘The lecturer introduced 
tho fact 


subject by referring to 
that America is generally called the “ Now 
and observed that to tho Spaniards, when thoy 

i it mountains, 


But to us, who know a great deal 
merica than the Spaniards ever dreamed 
D'America ie vory far from deserving the titlo that it 
fo generally receives. In somo respects the “Old 
World" would be a better title for America than the 
‘New World” The very first land that was known to, 
re bore tho world-embracing waters was a 
tion of the North American continent, stretching 
fom tho St. Lawrence river north-east to Labrador, 
north-west to the Arctic ocean, forming a V shaped 
mw. This was the nucleus of the North American 
tontinent, growing broader, larger, until eventually it 
Gmumed that shapo with which we are familiar at tho 
resent time, growing through vast geological ages till 
Tr some it present. proportions, Thero is another 
respect in which America is tho Old World. Tho vory 
"dert fossils that aro known to geologists to-day have 
been obtained from tho rocks that lio on that portion of 
tho continent which ia thus known to us as being the 
oldest land of America, and in all probability tho oldest 
Jand of tho globe, Tho eozoon, or “ dawn animal,” tho 
skeleton formed in tho intorior of a gelatinous mass that 
lived at the bottom of the ocean during what is called 
tho Laurentian timo, is up to this period the very 
earliest organic form that is known to the geologist, 
carries ue back furthest into the groat night of time, 
and to the boginning of organic bodies on tho planet. 
‘Thoro is still anothor respect, and a moro remarkable. 
one, in which America ia tho Old World. It is somo” 
thing wo should not. have dreamed of, if tho fa 
not demonstrated it to us. Tho very oldest rorhain 
man that are known to us at this timo bavo been found 
on the American continent. Wo had always thought 
that the oldest remains of man would certainly bo found 
on tho Asiatic continent, and they may possibly bo yet, 
for wo have not gone back yot to the commencement of 
aun upon, this planet by a long, long may; but up to 
thi timo the oldest. remains of man that are known to 
us abgolately beyond all question are those found in 
California, in the vicinity of what is called Angells 
pat x depth of one bundred and fifty fet, under 
five beds of salt, under four beds of auriferous gravel. 
The bost geological authorities who havo investigated 
tho subject have no doubt whatever in reference te the 
reality of this discovery, and of its immense significance, 
Man lived in California, theso discoveriog demonstrate, 
‘when forms of lifo existed that aro now obtirely extinct, 
Extinct elephants, extinct camels, and extinct species of 
the rhinoceros, have beon found with tho remains of 
man, and an extinct horso. ‘The very trees th 
rev in California wore diatinct from the tre 
there to-day, and carry us away back to the Pliocene 
Tertiary, before the Glacial period, that strangest of all 
times in tho history of our planet. Man was in Cali- 
fornia then, sufficiently advanced to be able to make 
dino spear to be able to make postlos and mortare out 
tone, for these hare been found under Table 
ind belong to a time about as ancient as the 
skull before referred to. So far, then, as we know at 
the present time, America is the old world in this 
2eepect, one in which wo should never bare conceived it 
Possible, had not the facts demonstrated it, 

m to far as its discovery is concerned, it ia à great 
deal older world than has been supposed. That America 
was discovered by Columbus wo believe just as wo used 
to beliore that Adam was the first man, that Samson 
Was the strongest, and Solomon the wisest man. We 
Tete taught these things in our infancy, and never 
dreamed of discrediting them. So we were taught that 


iheir very eyes. 
t 


more abon 


America was diséovered by Columbus. We accepted it 

nd the boe in our schol il road te od sary, aad 
still accept the discovery of America by Columbus, We 
now know, however, beyond all question, that America 
was discovered by Europeans more than fire hundred 
years before its discovery by Columbus. America was 
discovered by the Northmen, those tall, athletic, blue- 


Skilled to prep 
Their women fair, their lenders br 
‘Their barques the dragons of the wave.” 

One of these sea-rovers, Nadodd, sailing out from 
Norway to the Faroe Islands, was driven out of his usual 
course by a storm, and in consequence of thie discovered 
Iceland, About the clone of the ninth century, after ite 
discovery, a. settlement went from Norway io Iceland, 


and from there eventually they passed to Greenland, 
which is not far distant, and this led ultimately to the 
One of the Norse leaders 


settlement of Greenland, 
took over a number of 
gave to the country tho n 
to induce settlers to com 
climate at that time seems to have boon more moderate 
than it d, compared with some 
portio a decidedly better country. 
Amongst those who accompanied him was one ma 
Heriult, whose son. happened to be at Norway with a 
‘vessel at tho timo his father went from eeland to Groen- 
land; and when his son came back to Ioeland, he ro- 
solved to follow his father to Greenland. Neither h 
nor any man on board of the vossel, had evor been there, 
Tet de confidently wiled out to Greenland to diacovor 
in father, which shows the boldness of theso men, The 
had only beon out a short time, when up came a tr 
endou storm, which blew them for days together 
towards the west. Then they camo into a dense fog, 
through which they could seo neither sun, moon, nor 
stars for many days together ; and when the fog lifted 
at last, there lay a country before them, low and sandy, 
but rising to hills in the distance that were covered with 
wool. From the description he bad received ot Groon- 
land, ho know it was not that country, but thought be 
must havo been drivon too far west a 1 


island. 
afterwards struck Greenland, and had the good fortu 
to find hie father. When he landed, he began to tell 
the people of the discovery be had made, Wood was a 
very scarce article in Greenland. The climate was 
altogether too cold for trees to grow, and they wero 
‘anxious to find the country where there was so much ox- 
collont wood as was described to them. "hoy set out 
from Greonland to re-discovor the country that had boon 
seen. They camo to x country where there were hi 
mountains covered with snow, and flat stones on 
beach, now known to bo a portion of Labrador ; camo 
a country which wo recognise as Newfoundland, on till 
we can recognise them on the coast of Main; still 
farther south till they came to a very beautiful island. 
"Hero they landed ; tho weather was ploasant, and they 
found a great deal of honey-dew on the grass. Still 
further south they wont, till eventually they came to a 

ie ‘over a rock into the sea. 
We now know that that placo is Fall River, in the State 
of Rhode Island, and agrees most remarkably with the 
description given us by the Northmen. Hero they 
mained for a considerable time, loaded their vessela with 
‘wood, made the discovery of a great many wild vinos 
and excellent grapes, and gave the place the namo of 
Wineland. The Northmen subsequently visited these 
regions for hundreds of years. 

America, then, so 
a very much older continent. th 
suppose, and “the Old World," after all, 
pretty good namo for America, as far as we are at present 
Hequainted with it. When the Spaniards fest landed 
on that part of America known to us as the United 


States, they found no magaificent monuments such as 
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Egypt revealed to the bebolder, no remains of 
temples, no sepulchres bewn in the mountai 
‘and adorned with wonderful illustrations of some old 
Siriliation of the pant. They very naturally supposed, 
‘when they came to look at the country, thst merely 
wild tribes had roamed over it for centuries 

for thousands of years, jus 
and left no more trace 

of the land. But when the Spaniards 
‘observations over the country, when ti 
valley of the Ohio, and subsequently to the Mississippi, 
they began to discover mounds of earth, some of tbem of 
‘enormous size, in vast numbers, extending over broad 
areas, and they began to see that there must hare been 
‘a people living in the country differing very considerably 
from the Indians that then occupied acd they gave to 
thia people the name of  Mound-builders,” from the 
fact that these mounds thus existed over the country i 
amd there was good reason to beliere that the Indians 
were not the formers of them. The Indians know 
nothing at all about them ; they had no tradition with 
regard to their origin; they bare built no such mounds 
since Europeans were acquainted with them ; and these 
mounde must hare been reared by some strange people, 
‘aid tho Spaniards, and we will call them the Mound- 
builders. And the question—who were the mound- 
builders? bas agitated the minda of the American people 
for avery long time, and they bare become more and 
more inierested in it from year to year, as they have 
become more and more acquainted with these mounds, 
snd thoir contente. "The ste of some of them is very 

t-—one of them over 90 feet high, and 728 feet roun 

În Illinois, at Cahokia, was one 900 feet long, 400 feet 
‘wide, nnd over 90 feet high, though the Mississippi has 
recently encroached upon it. It absolutely covers eight 
neres of ground. When we sce such magnificent monu- 
ments an these, we begia to compare them even withthe 
mighty pyramide of Egypt, and to discover that this 
must have beon some remarkable people that once in- 
habited thin country, away back in the days of old 
Others of these mounde—for they e 
‘extent of evuntry—are of considerable size. 
point on the Mississippi in a mound 40 feet bigh that 
overs six sere of ground. At Georgia there is one 
1128 feet round, 350 feet long, 214 fect wide, with a 
height of 95 feet. In Adams County, Obio, there are 
over five hundred mounds, It is calculated tbat in the 
whole Stato of Obio at least ten thousand of the mounds 
exist; and as wo go south of the Ohio River into Vir- 
nia wil, and further into Tennessee, over the whole 
length and breadth, we discover them in immense num- 
bors, at the soil everywhere bears evidence of the oe- 
cupaney of these people. You can see their implements: 
almost everywhere, while on the banks of all the streame 


on the banks 
ippi; they 
lal 


bis wide ext 

must hare been occupied by this remarkable 

sd occupied for a long period of time. cin 
‘That tbe Indians never did raise these mounds is 

quite evident from their character. Cotton Mather, who 

went to New England at a very early time, and became 

very familiar with the Indians of that locality, calla 

them "our shiftless Indians,” and saye that they were 

not the owners of so much ae a kn 

wong them; th 
nife.mas 


good only 
fheir diet bad not a g 
parched meal, with 


— 
besra;raeoons and the like,tbey had when th = 

them ale tle fab, which when they would paca 
it was by drying, not by salting, for they bad nota grav. 


in the world before it was bestowed upon thems tiny 


maki 


of li 
ing 


Indians will go into a locality, and remain thoro 
till they make a desert of it; catch all the eh thoy one 
out of the stream, and do it after a fashion that 
but the very smallest behind; either kill all the 

deer tn the vicinity, or drive them out of their locality , 
their ponies eat all the grass in the neighborhood, aad 
fter making a desert of the place, they go away to let 


was infinitely barbarous, mean, and selfi 
or poor wire te Build thee eigene 


it have a chanco of recovering itself; Temait av fn 
vx months, and go back agale pot 


nd do the samo over 


their ability, with the kind of li 
live. 


For men to rear structures li ha 
Only hare been done by 
‘under 


When we dig into these mounds wo discover stil 
stronger evidence that they never were made by Indians, 
Specimens of pottery, equal to the very beet Peruvian 
pottery, sometimes taking on the shape of the buman 
form, have been found. Some very well-formed heads, 
fashioned out of clay, and Durood ito pottery, were 
covered. Some of the pottery i beautifully ornamented, 
And the pues. who made the mounds knew how to cast 
Copper. They not only bent it into shape, making o! t 
opeire; and kaivon, and, beausore, but they ates eo 
‘Tinto sbape. They knew bow to ameli copper, bow 
to make moulds, and pour the copper into these moulde ; 
and we ean find the very marks made in consequence of 
the two sides of the mould coming together, and the 
00] running in between them still remaining on tho 
implements they fashioned. These men were 
tavagen; they had advanced to a comparatively high 
stato of civilisation. Portions of their cloth have beu. 
wered, for they bad taken some of thoir copper 
‘axes, and had wrapped cloth around them, and the car- 
tomate of copper bad reserved. the cloth, so that wo 
may jot an perfect aa it wan Then originally 
wrapped rourd the ‘article to preserve it when it was 
laid in the mound. 
New discoveries in reference to this interesting people 
Are being made almost every day. When we come to 
examine’ the copper that bas been moulded, wo fid 
blotches of silver upon it. Many of the implomonte 
ave blotches of silver, Now, we do not know of a 


thened them ‘for travel all the 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 


2089 


—————————— 


sn ll teer, a mani 
ied of he rand and he ok men 
ee ea ate ea 
ca als of them, These hammers are made: ry atone, 
incl om Fines hammer male por sone 
on oe hare EI Pr as L 
UC C EIL 
RD mm Die ilu a 
D EE EAE EE 
e 


Tre 
‘dene of hich 


sector de em extn 
re try cg ae cing oor 
ig fe iho ec een 
genre re gc Ps 
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mu. ro oh 


rent into that country 
tae have been a ‘of gunpowder from that 
fie to tia, and that there are, without exaggeration, millions of. 
their stone hammers scattered about that locality. They must 
bere armen We am Antar a ac Song erie of oad 
{he holes they must have made in var Tbe coat 

Meo o be counted by bundrele of hoaasnda, mf 
Who, then, were the strange people 


miners did ww m; 


rounds all the way from, Lake Ru 
theatre 


SÍ Ue wey down to U 
Tone tho evidences of he same 


share weres chr 
Sims perfect skulls bave heen fount In them, ehewmg "hem. 
Jn many instances to have been ural places.” Sometimes the 
individual seems to Dare been bari with the fish attached to 
the gnen bot mat ete they we have been pre 
serve amit the flesh bad separated (rora the tones, eo tbat wl 
‘eGo the bones the mound 

‘hich they wouid re lad in if 
pos 


Yon 
the 


jan 
and in te 


e teem to bare had bere temple-mounde erected in honour of 
te divinity, and buman sacrifices offered upon. these moumle to 
{he god they sought to propitiate. Several of these bar 
Acree "he ono în ione waa very probably of 

en an important pace in tho daya ot oid, 
‘hea tbe mound-builders were gathered by thousands in honour 


‘lect of a 
er oer 


enemy was 
‘tinted in Canada at that time, and these people had to do battle 


with them—we have ‘how 
watcher lighted a fire; the 
watcher perhaps within five 


IT EO men 0 believe that a 
pepper 
lo, mo mile ur 
Sod thts telegraphed to Se neighion tl for ern end 
the wort went on matil t length all were ware of em 
doc Then we bave embannent moony Toes e eee 
Tier embankment bare lees mule ned within iam teet 
Beets ae re V teen or for ae d coe sy fr 
Bendre ere hare eer enclost tia an mtem abt 
rien" One tach frtseatn ean e reel for emer le sot 
Ferne ovr hy eth matte ine 
atthe team and rto edet the hanes a 
keeping V soma berting suem. T UNUM IUS 

lomo were te pple d ered thene mounde? T anneer 
Mexicans, Tt Is only res oe! TH 


par 
continent, and nothing whatever ot the language of the, people 
"anat the rile: 


Kong n 
atv ny cal a comparatively recent Ume, for none ot the 
ovde Indicate any very great notiquity ii in roe that in 
dome localities you Gun sor Which once washed 
Yate of mound à now Val a [E 
egg during fod stima inthe spring, are very prn 
‘Stange i a comparatively sbort u 

RES kate sated the ods the seing has been the 
conviction that thia people murt have exiated wit the boundary 
‘ot tho United Mater about the timo of the conquest of Mexico 
Uy the Npaniarde The evidenco that wo have that tha country 
was ooctpiel by these people when the Spaniard eame to Mexico 
Ia the arty hel, When wo tome to examine 
the oli of the mould ballders we d them la many eases with 
A remarkable slope, the forehead fattened 
in'the mulls of Fer, 
tin, ‘and in the anciont Mexicana, but diring very con: 
Siirably trom the akalia of Uhe Inline, Secon, the son 
"lion. of ‘net amongst them, "A tablet which was found 1i 
Cinclooat i almost onini In appearance with tab 
ir Merten and Wenn We Bod ds vey ret my 

i. The rig 


in kam 
fattened a 
Poing round and 
the pyramid, 
Dre 


laced upon ths 
and a int knife, and with on: 


p into 
Who can obtain a morsel 


Feligious coremont gous 
AAT miler temples, where similar ancrifces were offered, 


exh within he boundary now oceupied bythe mounda, and 
vo otuped by tbe mous We Rave found d 
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tical with tbe Mexicans, and that at one period in the history of 
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America, Mexico held jorisdition over this wide realm, bat 
fürrounded by boodthiaty Iodinas contioually at war with them, 
Sire fortification mounds in northern and casters Obio sband- 
SR testify ; sud that eventually the mound-bailders were 
ziren back step by step, m conesquence of the destruction of 
{he Mexican empire by the Spaniards until ure the whole 
country became the country of the Indians, they tei 

Jand an fant as tbe mound:- builders were driven out of ity 


the country known to sty the name 
‘ego back, then to Aeon the or 
people”, and when rere the history of. Meri aod the Me 
BOE ere in realty reading the bilory ofthe mosnd bolder 
dnd who were them Menicana T> When the Spaniards lande in 
Mesin the asics were the rulers of tbe cunt. bat several 
EEG E p rr Oy he 
ics a Fomartahly well-cultael people an aed 
We hase a description of them given by x master hand. They 
Apres a hare ben mid indusrost, and cltivatel people 
Piste agriculture, erected coomal monumenta and. bull 
Viale. ani ctis ibe raina of wich ates their original 
grandour and beauty "They knew how to ue meal, cat and 
Fiir goce make e poer an weave varon fuic we 
lero hice forte recording of eventa, were aequat wath 
the chats o clipe, costrusted sunday devia metba of 
Bolton, and mearared ime by slr Year, coating of 
Eighteen sath of twenty deje cach, adding re appirmentary 
tute maka op he al ey an the Expo af erry 
Afro yearn hey intercalated cire amd a bit days vie 
mede th Length o the pear mont act. They bn a mila form 
Sligo and a simple but jut mate of executing te lav 
"ase ore the Tuc overcome by the Aneen who wapplanied 
"heir mild religion by ho cxceeliogy brutal and Woody ein. 
‘And yot re mont not nappe that theme Antess were dette oí 
All morally, for tet would be & grand mistake. "Tes remark, 
Silo to ea the watmenta of de Sp tiae i reference to ihe 
Foligin of these poopie ei statements are exeveliogi ic 
ferating to ‘on ho oak oror the wide religious rem a0 the 
HoH sd vider rane at ars o acere 

an amang mankind The tec re 
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iterate mnt ELEC ETE ane 
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Ted to Greenland, {rom Greenland to the American continent, 
ACH Kevan tar renee the eriam continent 
the Gn edd. ione Sateen ia 

ie ae dut and mts Se qos e nd 
find them identicni. Tae prier bear med nee ae cee 

ith Danat aa ie fe 
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IE 
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jape in the Base of to-day, Living becrele Fere 
remain of edit ck a teen rad 


‘stunted people that once occupied the entire 


Sali ponies eon We Sesion aay 
mae remi ie et ci ta 
EE e Et 
[-]-— e pep E 
EYE DX cp 
ieee e deed fra, the arem e tesen! 
Se ran nae” oun nme wl ere 
"descended from Arabian tongues, with the exception a poci 
‘while they are equally descended from SyroAraie pant, 
Imm T ir eR 

Edo ce e cb TI 


dian ton 

en tongue, 
ream, 

montt 


of Yucatan, and the mound:bullders ; aud we 


amid, wbi 


Tes take the forense of America, and compare them with the 
guages of the Old World, y 
years. The Indians 


‘ery important conclusion to be Arawn from there 
facts, that man, inevitably, and by virtue of the Inward posh of 
ime marching towards civilisation: À great 

le ean only become civilised by tome 

performed spon them. "They think there mast be 
fome pushing of the hands of the clock forward by an external 
"They cannot imagine a Being who makes things ali right 

At the start, and ‘need to be continually mending tbem. 


very net. 
S planet, for a they 
tras many years before the kyptiana began to build thelr mighty 
Jontments before they bad landed im the valley of the Kile 
‘efor they had made a single brick out of ite unctuoos mud, and 
wherever we ibd any evidenos of tbe original civilisation of 
America, i is entirely distinct from all other eliintions on the 
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ot say 
viet miserable superstition. Superstition isto be found 
t “he wide world over, and your 

onions Wherever you find religlon among, a 
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‘any intellectual darkness remaining 
strong religious sentiment 
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THE BRISBANE PSYOHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


Associationa for the igation of Spiritualism and 

kindred subjects are springing up in all directions. Tho 

following is the programme of the latest that has come 

"under our notice — 

Object. The promotion of Psychological Scieneg in all 
ie branchen, and the iavetigation of allpheno- 
monal facte im relation theroto, without the mem- 
ers necessarily subscribing to, or recognising, any 

ar Sonar theory or belit. 

«tois, Periodical meoting for inv 
‘urement of literature bear 


tion, tho pro- 


clude) from whom shall 
‘months a committee of five, a 


chosen every threo 
ani 
treasurer ; fire to form a quorum ; each meeting to 
elect ita own chairman. 
Subscription. Five Shillings per quarter. 


SPIRITUALISTIC MEETINGS 


fre boing held in the Town Hall, Brisbane, on Sunday 
renings. A lecture of Mrs. Richmond's, read there 
A Mr. Widdopp, led to an animated discussion, which 
Fico in the j" of Oct. Let, and indicates 
cay tttonce of a lively interest in tho subject in 


MR. SPRIGGS' SEANCES. 


aving jocularly ré- 
shown hie tongue to 
^ Log ind rai the writer's 
mouth protruc tho tong ind touched 
tho band with it: it was warm and wet like that of a 
human being. Taking Mr. Carson's vacant chair, 
Geordie leant forward and kissed the hand of a lad; 
who sat near, The little girl " Lily" appeared and. tool 
^ ra ber, a on Gr Lath she 
nl, who was present, Tho 
" Charity,” had a gauze Bia 
displayed as sho posed at 
the front of the curtain, On tho ist, Geordie had tho 
lawn removed from the light, and stood with the direct 


iht from the candle on his face, which is a very cha- 
racteristic one, and distinct from the medium in every 
parti ra folt bis palne, and 


two hia faco; he remained for about thirty minutes, and 
was followed by Lily, who exprowed regi at tho ab- 
sonce of her nunt. 


thar 
stood in tho 
itters touched his faco 

iven to visitors 
child Lil 


ron 
ne 


making 
circle atten 


wer 
inded by bim to visitors. 
The present series of ill be concluded early in 
December, when the medium and circle will go into 
recen till January. 


MR. THOMAS WALKER. 

Lwrrns have beon received from Mr. Thos. Walker, 
‘announeing—first, the reception of the telegram went 
by the Victorian "Association of Sj nd his 
acceptance of their invitation ; and, secondly, his inton- 
tion to leave, if possible, by tho Borata on the 10th 
October, or, at latent, by the Cuzco on the 24th. As wo 
tion ak sho timo of our going to press of 

expected here 


be by tak 
fist just received, ox Sorto. Mr, W. in Cuzco, due 


[6th inst.) 


Pxorrsson Sixcm, of Oxford, has recently paid 
visit to Jerusalem to éxamino an ancient Hebrew inseri 
ion, discovered in a conduit or tunnel leading into ti 
Pool of Siloam. The characters are identical with 
those of the famous " Moabito stone, bat the substance 
of the inscription gives evidence of till greater anti- 
quity. A pamphlet is about to be published, giving æ 
Translation of the inscription, with the particulars of 
ita discovery. 

An interesting letter from M. A, “Oxon "re “Form Manifestations!" 


hat | de, eecived whilst thie paper a printing, will appear io our next 


[o 
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


‘Tax Annual Meeting of tho above Association was held 
at the Temperanco Hall, Russell Street, on Thursday 
Jast, Oct. 27th: Mr. WAH. Terry in the chai. The 
minutes of provious mecting having been confirmed, the 
following report was read by the chairman — 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE VICTORIAN AS- 

SOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
Lai nerone THe ANNUAL MEETING ON 27th OCTOBER, 1881 


1a presenting thee report tothe members, the Committee has to 
apni fisso ti sucus este ba iy 
Tos arabe denotel mrt tacibode of atrciug sento 
{Side ied Teachings of Gpirtulim. The members mist se 
Santer, brett u miog, or a he 
SOT vain om Deaven always desmding apon ihe earth 7 ad 
Sete buen o be nivem i sull being sarl on. The 
Tanton af te Connie topo and believe hit he prlilnary 
ER (rut buroccuped them Tr some tme wil t id ne 
Tits of ost interesting and nea nature 

liovanis te en at od Ae yea was engaged to deliver 
a coune of octace f tha Pempersocr Hall WHER was brought 
trop mein iy hin rural taro 
pny ned mo signet dopo od Dos amaga uU tage 
A dodi work e ad el si he Cobain Te iie 
ote day Ve ben tian] C le work ami, cuegy of Me 
Tyerman, who made many sacrifices for conscience sake, and de- 
‘et mich eae lar the das tin of wit So bleed 
The deh and wardon 

her tbe departare t Mr, Tyermun the seres of lectores was 


continued by Mestre Brown, Terry, and Cunningham, and others, 
Who deserve the tinka o the Amocintion for their nddremen, 
it was expected that Dr, Porles would havo arrived here from 


United tates eariy 
Mier another occurred o P 
And at iaat ho doelde to pompono blo yin 
A great dispo 

formed and beloved amoni 
Ward o with much ple 
"One of te misundens 


‘misunderstanding 
‘out on à 

i 1882 
nt to everyone as Dr, Pecbles is so much. 


Jrosetinr our hores, and 
jo Committee proposo to. 
amm ‘reception on thoir arrival, The 
Members of the Anocintion 


MO 
iooompanied by b 


ge Apri the 
‘end MeV 


"The Committee is und. 
calling tter 


ost 
neither Mr. Spriggs nor Mr, 
remuneration, All honour to 
Verily they shall mect vi 


ave received any moneta 
for thelr disinterested serv 
Foward, The real of the be 
dasociion have been a mot 
ave materialise and given. positive evaney 
Numerous detai ty 


sh 
ance held in the aro room 
satisfactory. ature, oh pi 


mmounee that the Mel- 


malgamate with 


Sele d pat i do e 
Fives Society might be more key toa 
"mater eto Do discus atthe genera ees CUO. This 


FIPEIMSITUMATUERUMUN, 
ments being small very little effort has been made to raise fe 
sept cl a oa a a 
‘lightly in excess of the liabilities, since then an amount sae 
{ot prosent ovate has been ellstod and epe ate] dent 
Sok tho taads ia anticipati of of ede ae 


fatures 
8.4. w. 
THOS, LANG diomter ot ort 
A.VAN BYN VAN ALKEMADE, How ee 
Tho report being received and adopted, the followi 
Indios and gentlemen, who had beon duly nominau 
wore olected as Offic-bearers for tho ensuing peut 
Paxstpent—W. B. Bowley, Esq. 
‘Vioe-Pasoroesrs — Sydney G Watson, Toh Carson 
B, Parton, ^ 
Turasvnen— W. H. TERRY. 
Skoueraur—A. Van Alkemade, 
coxirmER — 
Messrs. T. Lang, H. Moore, A. Jack, H. Bamford, 
A. V. Smart, J. W. Singleton, A. Deakin, O, Johnston; 
E. R. Chorry, — Towsey ; Mesdames Cassell, Androw, 


and Syme. 


I. That in reply to tho applicntion of the Moloune 
Spirituslistio Society, the committee express their wiligne t» 
miake the necessary arrangementa for amalgamation. 

nd.— That the committee ie willing (o recommend to oor 
members at the annual meeting thatthe members of the Melbourne 
Ansocintion should join bie amociation sa a body, carrying with 

eir test and itio and being "ranted sun 
his committee shi leo bo pleased, in the event of 
Y» taking plaoo, o rooelvo ich members a may 
‘bo desirous to join the parent society. 

On the motion of Mr. Browno, a voto of thanks 
was accorded to Mossrs. Sprigg and Smart for their diss 
interested efforts in the presentation of phenomenal 
‘evidences ofSpiritualimm. Tho socrotary also rocaived 


THOUGHT READING. 
‘Mn. Rice, whose Thought Roading seances have at- 


tracted somo attont tho neighboring colonies, is 
at present in Melbourne, and paid us a friendly visit a 
fow days 


preset 


the room, the precise thought boing, “ Largo seal on 
diploma.” — No sooner was tho thought formed in tho 
mind than a quiver or shudder appeared to run through 
Mr. R.'s frame ; and, still holding our hand, ho led ue 
to the corner of the room, and placed his finger over the 
seal. ‘The test was thorough, as we had given no 
external indication of tho object thought of. 


We have received an "extra" number of “ Miller's 
Peychomotrie Circular," containing a portrait of Mrs. 
A, M. Stewart, the celebrated " Torra Haute” materi 

ig medium, who, it appears, has been slandered by 
the local Gazette ‘amd other papers, Mrs. Stewart, 
having a strong and energetic committee, commenced 
an action for libel against the Gazette, but before the 
caso came into court tho defendants compromised it by 
making à complete retraction, paying a sum for damages 
and costa of the suit, thereby admitting their dishonesty. 
This will doubtless’ have tho effect of ckecking the 
tendency of secular newspapers to malign reputable 


media, 
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me of tho new Lyceum and Free 
id at Dunedin, on tho 17th October, 
‘A report of the ceremony will 


foundation 
Tought Hall was 
Mosley. John Logan. 
rr in our nent, 


———— 
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